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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to amendment received on July 1 7, 2004. Claims 12-15 
are canceled. Claims 1-1 1 and 16-30 are pending examination 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-6, 11, 16, 21, 26-28 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Guck, U.S. Patent No. 5,848,415. 

As to claims 1, 16 and 26, Guck teaches a method, program and system in a 
data processing system for converting content using a set of converters comprising: 

receiving a request for the content from a client, wherein the request includes a 
set of characteristics (see col. 4 lines 35-44) 

selecting a converter from the set of converters having a best match to the set of 
characteristics, wherein selecting a converter from the set of converters includes using 
the set of characteristics to perform a lookup of a converter corresponding to one or 
more characteristics in the set of characteristics in a converter data structure having 
entries for a plurality of converters (see col. 4 lines 47-63) 

converting the content using the converter to form converted content (see col. 4 
lines 47-63). 
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Guck does not explicitly teach selecting a transcoder from a set of transcoders. 
However, the transcoder as defined by the specification of the application is an element 
that translates content from one format to another. Official notice is taken that one of the 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention would be motivated to select a 
replace the converter taught by Guck with a transcoder because doing so would also 
achieve Guck's goal which is to convert data into a format compatible with the client. 

As to claim 2, Guck teaches the method of claim 1 wherein the set of converters 
includes one or more specific converters and one or more generic converters and 
wherein if none of the one or more specific converters area best match to the set of 
characteristics, a generic converter is selected (see col. 5 lines 54-65). 

As to claim 3, Guck teaches a method in a data processing system for converting 
content using a set of converters, the method comprising: 

receiving a request for the content from a client, wherein the request includes a 
set of characteristics; 

selecting a converter from the set of converters having a best match to the set of 

characteristics: and 

converting the content using the converter to form converted content, wherein the 
set of characteristics includes a content type and a set of client characteristics (see col. 
4 lines 47-63). 

As to claim 4 Guck teaches, a method in a data processing system for converting 
content using a set of converters, the method comprising: 
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receiving a request for the content from a client, wherein the request includes a 
set of characteristics; 

selecting a converter from the set of converters having a best match to the set of 
characteristics; and 

converting the content using the converter to from converted content, wherein the 
set of characteristics is a tuple including parameters for a document type definition, an 
application, a device, and a user (see col. 4 lines 47-63). 

As to claim 5, Guck teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the set of 
characteristics includes an application characteristic identifying an application on the 
client that is to receive the content and a device characteristic identifying a type of 
device that the client is, and wherein selecting a converter includes: 

attempting to find a best match converter in the converter data structure based 
on the application characteristic; and 

if a best match converter is not found based on the application characteristic, 
attempting to find a best match converter in the converter data structure based on the 
device characteristic (see col. 1 1 lines 34-col. 12 lines 67). 

As to claims 6, 21 and 27, Guck teaches a method, system and program in a 
data processing system for converting content using a set of converters, the method 
comprising: 

receiving a request for the content, wherein the request includes identification 
information for a client originating the request; 
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selecting a converter from the set of converters, wherein the converter provides a 
closest match to the identification information, wherein selecting a converter from the 
set of converters includes using the set of characteristics to perform a lookup of a 
converter corresponding to one or more characteristics in- the set of characteristics in a 
converter data structure having entries for a plurality of converters; 

processing the content using the converter (see col. 1 1 lines 34-col. 12 lines 67). 

As to claim 1 1 , a data processing system comprising: 

a bus system; 

a communications unit connected to the bus system; 

a memory connected to the bus system, wherein the memory includes as set of 
instructions; and 

a processing unit connected to the bus system, wherein the processing unit 
executes the set of instructions to receive a request for the content from a client through 
the communications unit in which the request includes a set of characteristics, select a 
converter from the set of converters having a best match to the set of characteristics, 
wherein selecting a converter from the set of converters includes using the set of 
characteristics to perform a lookup of a convert corresponding one or more 
characteristics in the set of characteristics in a converter data structure having entries 
for a plurality of converters, and converts the content using the converter to form 
converted content (see col. 1 1 lines 34-col. 12 lines 67). 

As to claims 28 and 30, Guck teaches a method in a data processing system for 
converting content using a set of converters comprising a set of characteristics is used 
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to select a converter that meets output preferences of the user (see col. 1 1 lines 34-col. 
12 lines 67). 

3. Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Guck in 
view of Becker et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,878,223 (referred to hereafter as Becker). 

It would have been obvious for one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Guck by incorporating the step of displaying information to the 
user based on user preferences as taught by Becker because doing so would allow the 
user to view desired information in a preferred size or color without modifying the 
received data and therefore having more efficient communication method by saving 
time rather than modifying data after every retrieval. 

4. Claims 7-1 0, 1 7-20 and 22-25 do not teach or define any additional limitation 
over claims 1 -6 and therefore are rejected for similar reasons. 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to the pending claims have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

- Method Of Transcoding Documents In A Network Environment Using A Proxy 
Server by Mighdoll etal., U.S. Patent No. 5,918,013 

- Method And System And Program For Using Application Programs In Multiple 
Computers To Render Attachments For A Fax Job by Kirkeby, U.S. Patent No. 
6,721,803 
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- Communicaition Apparatus For Receiving Downloaded Program Data And Data 
Download Method by Bando et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,405,244 
7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hussein A El-chanti whose telephone number is 
(703)305-4652. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (703)308-7562. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
Hussein El-chanti 

Sep. 17, 2004 — ^ 




